
THE RAILWAY PERFORMANCE SOCIETY LIMITED

MINUTES Of the 2009 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Held at The Crewe Arms, Nantwich Road, Crewe on Saturday 9th May 2009 at 1215
Present:  Martin Barrett, Frank Collins, John Rishton, Frank Hartley, John Heaton, Nigel Smedley, David Stannard, David Hobbs, David Burton, Lee Allsopp, Baard Covington, Tim Calow, Bruce Nathan, Chris Taylor, Michael Rowe,, David Ashley, Howard Hammersley, Bevan Price (18)

1) Approval of Notice Convening the Meeting was proposed by Michael Rowe seconded by John Rishton and approved unanimously

2) Apologies for Absence (3) were received from Paul Jeffries and John Morgan, David Sage
Apologies for Absence with Proxy Forms (18) were received from William Alcock, John Bull, Alan Drake, David Foale, Richard Howlett, R A Jennings, Sean Marshall, Chris Napper, R A Price, M Ranier, Rob Score, Peter Smith, Ben Stone, E P Tromans, Ian Umpleby, Alan Varley, Paul Walker and Richard Woodley
3) Report of the Committee for the year 2007
In the absence of the Treasurer, Frank Collins explained that of the £1175 Website costs, most was for redesign and the ongoing annual costs were in the region of £200 - 300 with a review at the end of the year.  The only ongoing costs will now be for hosting.
Nigel Smedley asked how much material was in hand for Milepost.  David Ashley replied that the number of articles was being maintained at a steady level.
Bevan Price said that for 2009 he would include a new section in historical fastest times for preserved steam fastest times on the national network.  Contributions are required by August.  John Heaton suggested that they be split by ‘key’ sections such as climbing to Whiteball summit, Dainton bank etc.  It was agreed to ask recorders to extract key sections such as these from the complete log.

John Heaton said that the ‘new’ fastest times list introduced last May was proving very useful.

It was agreed that a review of new routes was needed, even if they only appeared on the web-site and not printed in order to keep the supplement within   72 pages.
Chris Taylor said that the new SET timetable should produce interesting results with 168kmph s-s.  Nigel Smedley pointed out the latest Ashford – St Pancras time beats his fastest domestic time.

Baard Covington said that generic items had a better chance of being published rather than a specific item.  Maybe we could get an invite on the Javelin specials?  It was agreed it would be better to stay ‘silent’ on the new Javelin timetable so as not to antagonise SET with any criticism. 

With Welsh Highland opening fully in October maybe we could get an invite on one of the opening specials.  Agreed to contact Sean Emmett.
Could any favourable publicity be obtained by participation in ‘Tornado’ runs?

Bruce Nathan was advised the revised draft CTRL chart was now available on the website.  It needs to be co-ordinated with the domestic chart.  It was also pointed out that the provision of km posts between St Pancras and Southfleet may not yet be complete.

Acceptance of the Report was proposed by Bruce Nathan and seconded by Nigel Smedley and carried unanimously.
4) Committee 2008/09

The following nominations had been received for the Committee for the forthcoming year:-

	Post
	Nominee
	Proposer
	Seconder

	Chairman
	Frank Collins
	Peter Smith
	Martin Barrett

	Secretary
	Martin Barrett
	Lee Allsopp
	Michael Rowe

	Treasurer
	Peter Smith
	Michael Rowe
	David Stannard

	Editor
	David Ashley
	Peter Smith
	Martin Barrett

	Committee
	Lee Allsopp
	Martin Barrett
	David Sage

	Committee
	David Hobbs
	David Stannard
	Lee Allsopp

	Committee
	David Sage
	Martin Barrett
	David Ashley

	Committee
	Baard Covington
	Martin Barrett
	Michael Rowe

	Committee
	Ian Umpleby
	David Sage
	Martin Barrett

	Committee
	David Stannard
	David Hobbs
	Lee Allsopp

	Committee
	Michael Rowe
	David Ashley
	Martin Barrett


On a proposal from Bevan Price seconded by David Burton the above nominations were unanimously APPROVED and the various nominees duly elected to their posts
5) Reviewer

On a proposal from Chris Taylor seconded by Bruce Nathan, John Rishton was unanimously appointed Examiner for the forthcoming year

6) Any Other Business

Although there was no notified business, David Burton thought we should be generous with our advertising and venues and also ensure everyone was made welcome.  Martin Barrett explained that the committee were well aware of shortcomings in the ‘meeting and greeting’ department and had already taken steps to ensure that all attendees at meetings were adequately welcomed and involved in the proceedings rather than being left like ‘lemons’.
Martin Barrett made a plea for everyone possible to participate in the ‘credit crunch’ MTD.  At least 15 recorders are required.

Nigel Smedley made a plea for all available gradient profiles to be scanned into the database as these were now the biggest gap in the data now that most distance charts were complete.  We have the rights to the Ian Allan charts but it was pointed out that profiles appear in various books on ‘local’ lines published by various publishers.  Committee will discuss.
John Heaton thanked the committee for all their work during the past year.  Thanks were also given to John Heaton, Keith Farr and ‘Neville Hill’ for their efforts in keeping the RPS in the ‘public eye’ with many references in their articles in the railway press.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 1320

